
                                 

A conference on

Movement and Parties, Movement Parties, Movement in Parties 

On October 6  2015, at SNS, Palazzo Strozzi

The stunning electoral success of movement parties like Syriza in Greece, Podemos in Spain and the 5
Star  Movement  in  Italy challenged expectations  of  an  increasing  separation  of  movement  and party
politics in social movement studies as well as those of a decline of the radical left in studies of political
parties. While the downward trend in party-movement relations had pushed towards expectation of further
separation, a new wave of movement parties emerged. This became visible, first, in Latin America since
the 1990s with a parallel move in Europe (in particular, in Southern Europe) more than a decade later.
From the theoretical point of view, while it has been often noted that parties are important for movements
and vice-versa, the literature on relations between the two is at best sparse. Reciprocal indifferences has
been further fueled as research on parties moved away from concerns with the relations between parties
and society, focusing on parties within institutions, and social movement studies mainly framed them as a
social  phenomenon,  whose political  aspects  had to  be  located  outside of  the  political  institutions.  A
contribution  of  this  conference  is  in  the  bridging  of  concepts  and  theories  developed  in  two  quite
successful subfields in the social and political sciences: social movements’ and political parties’ studies.
In particular, focusing on relations between parties and movements, we will address the relevant issues of
social movement effects as well as literature on party system changes. Bridging both traditions of studies
we shall reflect on the transformation of movement/parties relations induced by the neoliberal critical
junctures, as well as on the organizational transformation that from social movements spilled over into
party politics. 



Provisional program

First session: Introduction

9:30-10:00: Donatella della Porta (Cosmos, EUI & SNS), Movements & Parties: an 
Introduction

10:00-11:00: Sidney Tarrow (Cornell): Movements, Parties and Crises: A keynote

11:00-11 15 Coffee break

Second session: 11:15-13:30: Movements and Parties 

Swen Hutter (Cosmos, EUI) and Rens Vliegenthart. Who is listening? Protest politics and party 
responsiveness in Western Europe

Martin Portos (Cosmos, EUI) and Anna Subirats (Cosmos EUI), Mobilizing and Organizing 
from Below: The Struggle for self-Determination in  Catalonia

Frank O’Connor (Cosmos, EUI), Relations between social movements and the SNP in the 
Scottish Independence Referendum: Complementary or contradictory

13:30-14:30 Lunch break

Third session 14:30-15:15  Movements in Parties

Donatella della Porta (Cosmos EUI & SNS), Jonas Bergan Draege (Cosmos, EUI), and Daniela 
Chironi (Cosmos, EUI): Occupying parties in Italy and in Turkey: social movements within 
organizations

Fourth session 15:15-18:15 Movement Parties

Hara Kouki (Cosmos, EUI):  Power politics, Syriza and social movements: an entangled 
relationship in progress

Joseba Fernandez (Cosmos, EUI): Podemos and social movements in Spain

Lorenzo Mosca (Cosmos, SNS): The 5 Star Movement: The black sheep of the family?



Ken Roberts (Cornell), Concluding comments: comparing movement parties in Latin America 
and Southern Europe


